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Abstract

Virtue has long been regarded as one of the central subjects in moral philosophy. Although the origins of virtue ethics
can be traced back to Socrates, it was Plato who first presented a systematic written account of virtue in his dialogues.
Aristotle subsequently developed the doctrine of the ethical mean. As two eminent theistic philosophers representing
the Neoplatonic and Islamic philosophical traditions, respectively, Plotinus and Mulla Sadra devoted considerable
attention to the theory of virtue in their philosophical works. The present study aims to examine and compare their
respective conceptions of virtue through an analytical-comparative approach. The findings may be summarized as
follows: (a) both philosophers classify virtue into two principal categories, namely theoretical and practical virtue. The
ultimate end of theoretical virtue is assimilation to God or, in Plotinus's terminology, to the Forms, whereas the
principal practical virtues serve primarily as means of attaining theoretical virtue. (b) Both Plotinus and Mulla Sadra
assign theoretical virtue a higher status than practical virtue; nevertheless, the perfection of both kinds of virtue is
regarded as indispensable for the attainment of human happiness.
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Abstract

One of the central tasks of theology (kalam) is to systematically defend doctrinal foundations against external questions
and objections. In the thirteenth century AH, the city of Lucknow, as one of the major intellectual centers of Shi'ism,
became a site of interaction and confrontation with diverse intellectual currents. During this critical period, the Ijtihad
family, particularly Sayyid Dildar ‘Ali, adopted an active approach to defending Imami teachings against rivals including
Hindus, Hanafi Sunnis, Salafis, Sufis, Akhbaris, philosophers, and Shaykhis. The present study aims to explain and
analyze the theological strategies and measures adopted by the Ijtihad family of Lucknow to confront opposing
intellectual currents and to purify religious knowledge on the basis of revealed texts. Employing a descriptivefanaiyticai
method and drawing on primary and secondary sources, the study examines Shi'a theologians' Positions toward each of
the rival currents in Lucknow, as well as the practical forms of their responses. The findings indicate that leading Imami
scholars of this period adopted a systematic and multifaceted approach to preserving Imami theology, including
establishing formal scholarly institutions for training specialists, conducting extensive theological research and
Producing major works in rational theology, and vigorously confronting heterodox currents and purifying Shi'a thought
of erroneous doctrines, particularly by distinguishing Qur'anic knowledge from philosophical and mystical
interpretations. This approach contributed to the development of the principles of jurisprudence (usi/ al-figh) and
jjtihad and to the entrenchment of a rational and text-centered discourse. Through their intensive theological efforts, the
Ijtihad family of Lucknow not only defended Shi'a doctrines but also piayed a pivotal role in reconstructing religious
knowiedge on the basis of sound theologicai principles and in rejecting the conflation of Shi'a thought with
incompatibie elements. These efforts provided a firm foundation for the continuity of Shi'a theological discourse in the
Indian subcontinent.

Keywords: Ijtihad Family of Lucknow, Imami Theology, Rival Intellectual Currents, Preservation of Shi'a Thought,
Sayyid Dildar ‘AL
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Abstract

Contemporary atheists often seek to establish their denial of God's existence by arguing that the divine attributes are
mutually inconsistent. In some cases, they claim that a single attribute—such as omniscience or omnipotence— is
internally contradictory; in others, they argue that two or more divine attributes cannot coherently coexist in a single
being and, on this basis, they conclude that a God possessing such attributes cannot exist. Among the alleged
incompatibilities is that between divine immutabi]ity and divine will. This article analyzes these two attributes, examines
the arguments supporting their attribution to God, and seeks to demonstrate their compatibility. Finally, it concludes
that the argument based on the alleged incompatibility between divine immutability and divine will fails to establish the
atheistic claim.
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Abstract

Some researchers have attempted, based on the views of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, to distinguish between the science of
ethics and the science of moral education, employing concepts such as the minimum ethical threshold and the minimum
threshold of moral education. Adopting a critical approach, the present article examines and evaluates these
interpretations in order to determine the extent to which they accord with Ayatollah Misbah's theoretical and ethical
foundations. These researchers have also analyzed moral and educational values in his thought and argued that certain
virtuous acts performed by non-Muslims, such as generosity, possess a preparatory educational value, while lacking
ultimate moral value in the absolute sense. The criticisms advanced against these interpretations include the lack of a
clear distinction between the science of ethics and the science of moral education, as well as the absence of sufficient
documentary evidence from Ayatollah Misbah's works to substantiate such a distinction. Furthermore, the attribution of
certain arguments and examples—such as the analysis of ethical propositions and the moral value of the acts of non-
believers—to Ayatollah Misbah appears to require a deeper and more precise examination of his ethical foundations.
Accordingly, this article seeks to provide a more accurate analysis of Ayatollah Misbah's views on Islamic ethics and
moral education through a critical evaluation of the existing interpretations and by offering suggestions for revising and
strengthening their arguments.

Keywords: Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, Distinction between Ethics and Moral Education, Moral and Educational Values,
Minimum Ethical Threshold
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Abstract
This study adopts a descriptivefanaiyticai approach to examine the position of divine fear (khawf) within Imam
Muhammad al-Ghazali's theoiogicai and spirituai system and anaiyzes it in iight of Rudolf Otto's theory of the
numinous experience. It first explains the theological functions of khawfin al-Ghazali's intellectual framework and then
investigates its relationship with Otto's conception of the numinous, particularly through the notions of awe and
fascination. The anaiysis demonstrates that, in al-Ghazali's thought, khawftranscends the level of ordinary moral fear or
a mereiy psychoiogicai reaction. Rather, it constitutes an existential and epistemic state arising from the perception of
God's infinite majesty and glory, leading the believer toward vigilance, repentance, and divine love. By contrast, Otto
interprets awe as the primary human response to an encounter with the sacred, an experience characterized
simultaneously by mysterious dread and irresistible attraction. The findings indicate that Otto's theory provides a useful
conceptuai framework for understanding the experience of khawf in Islamic rnysticism, since, in al-Ghazali's mysticai
theoiogy, lrlzawfrepresents the concrete manifestation of awe that transcends theoretical cognition and becomes an
existential and transformative experience along the spiritual path.
Keywords: Khawf (Divine Fear), Al-Ghazali, Rudolf Otto, Awe, Numinous, Mystical Theology, Experience of the
Sacred.
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1. Otto, The idea of the holy, 25.
2.Otto, The idea of the holy, 31.
3. Otto, The idea of the holy,12.
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1. Cilliers, Mysterium tremendum et fascinons, 33.
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1. Cilliers, Mysterium tremendum et fascinons, 7.
2. Otto, The idea of the holy, 56-60.
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1. Alkhouri, The numinous experience in the light of psychology of religion, 41.
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Abstract

This article analyzes the constitutive role of Islamic philosophy with particular emphasis on the intellectual foundations
of Reza Davari Ardakani. The study is conducted through qualitative content analysis and inferential reasoning. By
examining Davari’s writings, the authors arrive at an interpretation according to which a Philosophy may possess a
constitutive role. This interpretation is based on three l(ey elements, whose identification, epistemological analysis, and
incorporation into the premises of an analytical argument are all undertaken by the authors. These key elements
comprise Davari’s distinctive understanding of history, the nature of philosophy, and the role of the philosopher.
According to the authors’ analysis of his perspective, philosophy expresses a particular manifestation of Being, history
constitutes the realization of that manifestation, and the philosopher is its observer and narrator. Building upon these
foundations, the authors first analyze the constitutive role of philosophy in its general sense and then examine more
precisely the meaning of the constitutive role of Islamic philosophy. Accordingly, Islamic philosophy is understood as a
distinctive understanding of Being, while the philosopher is regarded as the narrator of that understanding within the
historical context of the Islamic world. Therefore, based on the aforementioned interpretation of the underlying
structure of Davari’s thought, Islamic possesses a constitutive role.
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Abstract

This study examines the compatibility of Avicenna’s doctrine of the resurrection (ma%d) and the persistence of the soul
with the principles of his psychology. Employing a text-based analytical and critical approach, it investigates the points
at which the foundations of Avicenna’s psychology appear to be incompatible with his account of the resurrection and
the Persistence of the soul. Avicenna advances several arguments for the immateriality and incorruptibility of the soul,
concluding that all human souls persist after death. However, this conclusion appears to conflict with certain principles
of his psychology, including the immutability of the soul’s substance and its separation from the body, the materiality of
the imaginative faculty and the persistence of imperfect souls, the individuation of souls after separation from the bocly,
the individuation of souls during their attachment to the body, the separation of imperfect souls, and the problems of
ineffectiveness and transmigration. Some of these inconsistencies pertain specifically to imperfect souls, while others
extend even to perfect souls. Avicenna’s rejection of the unity of the intellect and the intelligible, together with his view
that the cognitive faculties—particularly the imaginative faculty—are material, constitute the principal source of the
tension between his psychological principles and his doctrine of the persistence of souls. Recognizing the immateriality
of the imaginative faculty would provide greater coherence to his psychological system and render his account of the
persistence of human souls more consistent.

Keywords: Avicenna, Persistence of the Soul, Immateriality of the Soul, Imperfect Souls, Perfect Souls
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Abstract

The fundamental distinction between the philosophical and theological schools of Islam arises from their different foundational
principles for understanding reality. Among the most significant of these principles are the doctrine of the gradation of existence
(tashkik al-wujad)—or, more broadly, the problem of unity and multiplicity in being—and the essential necessity of recourse to
intermediaries throughout the descending and ascending orders of existence. Using an analytical method, this study first presents, for
the first time, a rationally exhaustive classification of the possible positions regarding gradation in existence and then critically
examines the proponents and arguments of each position. Four principal views are identified: (1) complete ontological separateness
(baynanah ‘uzli) together with essential heterogeneity among beings, as maintained by theologians and the Ahl al-Hadith; (2)
complete ontological separateness with essential homogeneity among beings, as upheld by the Peripatetic philosophers; (3) gradation
within existence itself, according to Transcendent Theosophy; and (4) gradation in the manifestations of existence rather than in
existence itself, according to Islamic mysticism. The latter three positions are compatible with one another. Since they respectively
explain reality in terms of the emanation of beings, the descent of ontological grades, and the graded manifestations of the reality, the
Rule of the One (qa‘idat al-wahid) appears in each with a different formulation, implying the essential necessity of intermediaries,
respectively, as distinct beings, ontological grades of existence, or graded manifestations.
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Abstract

This study examines the intellectual system of Ibrahim Haqqi Erzurimi (1703—1780) as presented in his lesser-known
mystical work, Majmﬁ‘at a/flr{anljyalz. Its primary aim is to elucidate the course of mystical Wayfaring from self-
knowledge as its point of departure to the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujiad) as its ultimate goal, while highlighting
Erzurimi’s distinctive formulation of this spiritual path. The central question is how this course is structured in
Majmiat al-Irfaniyyah, what its principal stages and foundations are, and wherein the author's originality lies. The
study hypothesizes that the work is not merely a compilation but a coherent instructional system of mystical wayfaring
integrating three elements: an anthropology grounded in the doctrine of the microcosm (E/am a/fsag]u’r) and the stages
of the soul, the practical discipline of the Naqshbandi order, and the Unity of Being as the ultimate contemplative
station. Employing a descriptive-analytical method based on the corrected manuscript of the work (No. 15434,
Ayatollah Mar‘ashi Lihrary) and other library sources, the stucly shows that, inspired by the hadith "Whoever knows
himself knows his Lord,” Erzurumi outlines a threefold journey (the journey to God, the journey in God, and the
journey from God) founded upon Naqshbandi spiritual discipline, through which the wayfarer traverses the seven
stages of the soul and ultimately attains the contemplative realization of the Unity of Being and the station of the
Perfect Human. The principal contribution of this study lies in reconstructing and explicating the coherent pedagogical
system of mystical wayfaring embedded in this work, which has not previously received scholarly attention.
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Abstract

In contemporary normative theories, ethical foundations are often employed as the basis for developing political and
legal theories. Within the legal sphere, such theories provide the legitimacy and validity of positive law. Nevertheless, no
independent study has yet sought to extract the foundational concepts and principles of a normative ethical-political-
legal theory from the virtue-based doctrines of Muslim philosophers. This article proposes a normative theory of virtue
jurisprudence as the basis for the legitimacy of legal exercises of authority and legal interventions within society.
According to the assumptions of this study, this normative theory begins with virtue ethics and, through the mediating
concepts of political virtue theory, arrives at the general principles of virtue jurisprudence. The primary sources of the
study are the ethical theories of Muslim philosophers, particularly al-Farabi, Avicenna, and Mulla Sadra. The research
employs an analytical method based on inference from rational principles. The findings indicate that the fundamental
concepts of virtue ethics in the domains of philosophical anthropology and axiology—such as happiness, human
perfection, and virtue—can, through political notions including the virtuous city, civic happiness, and the promotion of
virtues and vices, as well as directly through concepts such as the promotion of the common good, the removal of
harms, and the protection of life and property, provide a coherent foundation for the formulation of foundational legal
principles.
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Abstract

This article examines the concept and nature of who-ness. The domain of who-ness is that in which the human being is
considered as an individual rather than as a member of a species. In other words, human who-ness refers to those
distinctive features that differentiate one individual from others within the same species. By clarifying the lexical and
technical meanings of who-ness and examining the means of attaining it through intuition and rational analysis, this
study argues that who-ness consists of the self, attributes, actions, and the relation that these attributes and actions bear
to the self. It then investigates the priority and posteriority of attributes and actions within the constitution of who-ness,
demonstrating that each may, in different respects, precede the other. The study further examines the concept and
nature of the will as one of the fundamental dimensions of human existence and analyzes its role in determining human
who-ness. It concludes that the will contributes to the determination of who-ness in three ways: (1) the will is itself an
attribute of the human being that stands in relation to the self and thus constitutes human who-ness; (2) the will gives
rise to actions, and actions bear a relation to the self that forms who-ness; and (3) actions arising from the will generate
attributes in the human being that are related to the self and therefore play a constitutive role in the determination of
who-ness.
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Abstract

Human happiness constitutes one of the central concerns of ethical systems. Every ethical theory, in accordance with its
underlying principles and worldview, offers a distinctive conception of happiness and the means of attaining it. Henry
Sidgwick, by advocating rationality and moral intuition, regards happiness as the ultimate end of ethics and the
fundamental criterion for evaluating human actions. Grounded in rational hedonism, he seeks to maximize Pleasure for
the greatest number of individuals. In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, drawing upon revealed teachings and the
intellectual heritage of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta%liyah), conceives happiness from a broader
perspective, identifying it with the ultimate end of human life, namely, proximity to God (qurb ila Allah). From his
viewpoint, happiness is not confined to worldly pleasure and wellfbeing but also encompasses the spiritual and
existential perfection of the human soul. Employing a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach, this study
examines Sidgwick's conception of happiness within his ethical system and offers a critique of it from the perspective of
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. The findings indicate that Sidgwick's reliance solely on reason and moral intuition, while
neglecting divine revelation and heavenly guidance, is insufficient for leading human beings to genuine happiness. Since
human reason is inherently limited and fallible, it cannot independently comprehend all dimensions of reality.
Accordingly, the attainment of true happiness ultimately requires the guidance of revelation and adherence to divine
teachings.
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