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Abstract

Mulla Sadra, in accordance with his distinctive philosophical methodology, presents varying accounts of the notions of
fana’ (annihilation) and baga’ (permanence) in different parts of his works. He considers the Divine Names and
Attributes as permanent through the permanence of God Himself, whereas the intellects and the intelligible realm
(Glam a[ffaq[) are described at times as enduring through divine preservation (ba?qi bi ibq.i’ a[f[iaqq), and more
frequently as enduring through divine permanence (b.igi bi baqa?’ a[f[iaqq). According to Mulla Sadra, the human souls
after departing from the material world sustain by means of divine preservation and attain true permanence (baqa"bi’/»
[laqq) once they realize an authentically divine mode of being. Like other philosophers, he repeatedly characterizes the
natural world as transient ([.:uuj, given its features of temporality, change, and motion. However, drawing upon the
collective insights of the transcendent philosophers and the mystics—and based on such metaphysical principles as the
primacy of existence (asalat a/»Wuj&c[), the simplicity of existence (basatat a/»Wuj&d), and the interpretation of causality
in terms of divine manifestation (taja//i)—it can be concluded that all beings and every level of existence endure
through the divine permanence of the Almighty. In this perspective, the notion of annihilation is ultimately
meaningless, and even permanence through preservation loses its significance, for every existent subsists directly
through the eternal reality of God.
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Abstract

In order to attain perfection, the human being must come to know the Perfect Human (insan kamil)—the consummate
exemplar of the human species. Within mystical and philosophical schools concerned with understanding the nature of
man, numerous attributes have been proposed to describe this perfect being, each revealing some aspect of his ultimate
reality. This study seeks to examine the view of Transcendent Theosophyfwhich regards itself as a demonstrative form
of mysticismfon this subject, through libraryfbased research and methods of textual interpretation, philosophical
reasoning, and analytical reflection. The investigation focuses on the concept ofjustice, since justice is a universal, well-
known, and comprehensive notion, and in Sadrian thought, it enjoys several levels and kinds as a graded (mushakkik)
reality. Accordingly, this research identifies various dimensions of justice within Mulla Sadra’s system, such as natural
justice, ethical and jurisprudential justice, manifestational (zuhdri) justice, and contemplative (shuhidi) justice. By
tracing these aspects and gradations, the study offers a renewed image of justice as embodied in the Perfect Human,
thereby contributing to a more profound and precise understanding of his essential realityi
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Abstract

One of the central discussions in the field of religious studies is the concept of fitrah—the innate disposition of human
beings. According to this doctrine, the essence of the human being possesses a diVinely designed structure from the very
beginning of creation, endowed with an inherent inclination and awareness toward certain theoretical and moral truths.
On the basis of this primordial capacity, man becomes the subject of education, cultivation, and divine guidancei The
key question addressed in this study is whether the theory of fitrah can be rationally established and justified through
Philosophical principles. Using a descriptivefanalytical method, this article argues that several philosophical doctrines
may provide a rational foundation for the theory of ftrah. Among these are the principle that every temporal
occurrence, including the act of learning, is preceded by its own inherent potentiality and prior preparedness, the
doctrine that existence is graded (tashkik a/»wujﬁd), and the notion that the human soul is a divine breath. Based on
these principles, the human identity is understood to possess a pre—existent preparedness suited for encountering and
embracing religious truths. According to the doctrine of gradation, this preparedness is accompanied by a level of desire
and awareness proportionate to the individual’s ontological rank; and as a divine emanation, the soul bears a distinctive
form and content. Consequently, man, by virtue of this innate constitution, becomes capable of receiving divine
instruction and stands as the addressee of the prophets.
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An Examination of Muslim Theologians’ Views on the Evil Eye
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Abstract

The belief in the evil eye is widespread among various societies, including Muslim communities. Traditionists (hadith
scholars) have recorded narrations on this subject, and some Qur’anic commentators have interpreted certain verses as
referring to it. Among Muslim theologians, the nature and mode of the evil eye’s influence have been matters of
dispute. This study, employing a descriptivefanalytical method, seeks to collect, examine, and critique the views of
Muslim theologians concerning the evil eye. Abu ‘Ali alfjubbaﬁ rejected the notion altogether, regarding it as a popular
belief lacking rational or textual evidence. Al—]éhi; attributed it to the emission of rays from the eye. The Mu‘tazilite and
Imami theologians interpreted it as the alteration of divine blessings in accordance with divine wisdom and human
welfare, denying any causal efficacy to the eye itself. The Ash‘arites and the Traditionists likewise rejected any real
causality, holding that the concurrence between an envious gaze and the loss of blessing does not imply causal
connection, for the true and sole agent is God. This position, however, was later criticized by some Salafi scholars. In
conclusion, the arguments presented by the theologians cannot prove the existence of the evil eye; rather, assuming its
existence through the kind of evidence like experience or transmitted reports, their discussions merely attempt to

explain its nature as a possible phenomenon.

Keywords: Evil Eye; Islamic Theology; Asharites; Mu‘tazilites; Imamiyyah.
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Abstract

Reiigion is a multifaceted and muiti—iayered phenomenon that necessitates diverse methodoiogicai approaches in its
study, each of which directiy influences the outcomes of research. Among contemporary Iranian intellectuals whose
reflections on religion and reiigious studies have received considerable attention is Mostafa Malekian. This article first
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Abstract

The issue of divine power is one of the central questions in theology and has long been a point of contention among
scholars. In his major work, Gloss on the Commentary on al»Taerd (Ha's/u)/a/z bar Sharh a/»Tajrid), Muhaqqiq Khafri
attempts to present theologians and philosophers as holding a unified position on this matter, and he introduces an
alternative meaning of necessitation (17.§b) through which he seeks to establish divine power. He rejects the
Philosophers’ understanding of necessitation entirely and even considers it liable to theological condemnation (takfir).
Khafri raises two major objections against the commentator of al—Tajrid (Qushji) in the discussion of divine power. He
also offers responses to objections raised by opponents concerning divine power, though these responses themselves are
open to criticism. This study, aimed at a thorough investigation of Muhaqqiq KhafiT's views regarding divine power,
employs an analyticalfcritical method to examine his positions. The findings indicate that Khafri's views are subject to
critique on several grounds, including: the nature of truth in conditional propositions, the identity of divine Essence and
Attributes, the necessity of the Necessary Existent in all respects, the inseparability of the effect from its cause, the four
principles underlying voluntary action, the non-verbal nature of the dispute in this issue, the essential possibility as an

attribute of quiddity, and the correct interpretation of necessitation.
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Abstract

A certain article has subjected the principal arguments for and against the doctrine of the union of intellect and
intelligible to critical scrutiny, ultimately deeming all of them flawed. Among the arguments proposed in support of this
doctrine are two arguments to which Mulla Sadra alludes within the framework of the argument from correlation
(tada'yuﬂ A subsequent article attempted to answer the objections raised by the first article and to defend these two
arguments. The present study evaluates the strength of the second article’s responses and demonstrates that all of its
objections to the first article can be either dismissed or resolved. Concerning the first argument, it becomes clear that,
according to Mulla Sadra, the union intended in the doctrine of the union of intellect and intelligible is the union of
matter and form—an understanding fully consistent with his views on substantial motion (Aarakah jaw/lar{')ya/z) as
intensification (is/ztidad), the abstraction of multiple concepts from a single existent, and the unity of the soul with its
faculties. This reading entails the inherence (Auliil) of intelligible forms in the soul and the soul’s perfection through the
acquisition of conceptual knowledge. As for the second argument, it is shown that the analogy between the soul and a
blind eye is an invalid comparison, the relevant point of difference being the presence or absence of receptivity to
intelligible forms. If one were to deny the doctrine of the union of intellect and intelligible, the correct analogy would
instead be with a seeing eye, since in that case, although the soul does not actually possess the intelligible forms, it
nonetheless has the capacity to receive them.
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Abstract
A well-known dictum among Muslim thinkers holds that knowledge of the Lord (matifat al-rabb) is contingent upon
knowledge of the soul (mafifat al-nafs). Many Muslim philosophers employ self-knowledge as a proof for the
knowledge of God. However, according to the philosophical principles of Mulla Sadra, knowledge of the Lord can be
obtained from knowledge of the soul only if causality is understood as a real existential relation between cause and
effect. Even in this case, attaining divine knowledge through self»knowledge is not free of difficulty. But if causality is
taken—as in the more precise interpretation—to mean the manifestation and self-disclosure of the Divine Essence in its
modes and loci, then existence is but a single, unique, and individuated reality, and all multiplicity consists of its
manifestations. Under this understanding, it is no longer possible to attain knowledge of the soul without prior
knowledge of the Lord, such that one could then transition from self»knowledge to knowledge of the Lord. This is
because, in addition to the fact that deriving knowledge of the cause from the effect—given the soul’s created and
contingent nature—cannot yield certainty, all divine manifestations and contingent quiddities, including the human
soul, possess an identity of pure relationality (fa/Vn a/frab,t) to their Principle. As such, that which is pure relation
possesses no independence in any respect. This study analyzes and explicates Mulla Sadra’s views with the aim of
presenting the correct account of how knowledge of the Lord and knowledge of the soul are acquired. Its conclusion is
that one must transition from knowledge of the Lord to knowledge of the soul, not the reverse; and it is in this way that

the propterfquid demonstrations for the Necessary Being are secured.
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Abstract

The relationship between agency and structure has long been a subject of extensive debate throughout the history of
philosophy. Once the agencyfstructure problem is addressed by affirming the reality of structure—and, consequently,
by positing the existence of a collective spirit—it becomes necessary to theorize about the mode of being, the manner of
realization, and the constitutive principles of the collective spirit. Such an exposition lays the groundwork for
subsequent theoretical developments in the Philosophy of social sciences. In this study, the author seeks, first, to survey
the views of major theorists in this field; second, to extract the Sadrian Position on agency and structure; and third, in
light of this position, to offer an account of the collective spirit. The findings of this research indicate the following: (1)
the collective spirit does not come into existence as an independent entity in the external world; however, this does not
entail the rejection of the collective spirit altogether. Rather, the collective spirit is a particular mode of being that
human souls acquire through collective life. (2) A society endowed with a collective spirit is realized only when the
social order is grounded on intellect and rational faculties as constituents of the human soul. (3) The Transcendent City
(Madinah Muta‘aliyyah) is precisely the society that emerges from the realization of the collective spirit—one that
comes into being through the presence of the position of Wa/z'i)/a/z and through the management of the collective
faculties (muc[in'}yatjam‘a/»quwé) exercised by the authority of Wa/a'ya/) within a community formed by human souls.
Keywords: Agency; Structure; Collective Spirit; Management of the Collective Faculties (Mudin)g/at Jam® alfQuwa);
Walayah.
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Abstract

This article examines the meaning of life and its relationship to salvation from the perspective of Allameh Muhammad-
Taqi ]afari, one of the leading Islamic philosophers and thinkers. The aim of the study is to elucidate and analyze the
deep interconnection between these two foundational concepts in his thought, in which human life is defined as
transcending material existence and directed toward perfection and eternal felicity. The methodology of this study is
analytical, based on an examination of]afari’s writings and philosophical positions in which he addresses concepts such
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Abstract

The central issue of this research is an examination of the two differing views of John R. Searle and Mulla Sadra
concerning the soul. Is the one-dimensional materialistic perspective a better option for explaining the soul, or does the
comprehensive immaterialist perspective offer a more solid explanation? Searle believes that all conscious states, while
preserving their subjective ontoiogy, are caused by the underiying level of the brain (neurons). Furthermore, he
considers rational action to be meaningiess without a gap [=freed will], yet this gap conflicts with the causal system of
neurons. Searle's solution is that the gap occurs over time; the behavior of neurons at the underiying level is insufficient
at any given point to determine the brain's subsequent state. Instead, the subsequent state is determined oniy through
conscious decisionfmaking, which is a feature of the higherfievei brain system. Here, the postuiate of the self mereiy
provides a necessary framework for the gap, rational action, and the resuiting responsibiiity, without the self being an
experience or something experienceabier From Mulla Sadra's perspective, the soul is a reaiity that possesses a bociy, with
the meaning of bociy differing at each stage of its substantial motion. All conscious experiences of the faculties occur
within a unity that he calls the soul; its truth is "presence" and cannot be conceptuaiized. From this Viewpoint, the
concept of "I" or the image one has of oneself in the mind is not one's "true self." Mulla Sadra's pivotai point, in
contrast to Searie, is transcending concept and drawing attention to the Ppresence of the soul as the comprehensive and
true structure of the human being. However, Searle's approach to the gap uitimateiy fails to eliminate the necessary
causaiity of the neural system; aithough the individual feels free will at the higher level of the system, in reaiity, it is not
their choice, but rather the causal and necessary breaking of old neural connections and the formation of new ones. By
proposing the immateriaiity of the soul and removing the veil between conscious states and the soul, Mulla Sadra offers
a more solid expianation concerning the existential connection of these states, the expansion of semantic relations, and
the substantial evolution of the human essence—an expianation that Searle's materialistic insight is incapabie of
providing.
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1. Searle, Rationality in action, 80.

2. Searle, Rationality in action,12-17; Mind- A brief introduction, 218.
3..273-275 1398 ¢ jius

4. Cause.

5.Reason.
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1. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 293-296; Rationality in action, 8/75-89/296.
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1. Searle, Rationality in action, 281-286.
2. Searle, Rationality in action, 286-288.

3. Searle, Minds, brains and science,16-26; Freedom and neurobiology, 40.
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1. Searle, The rediscovery of the mind, 49; The mystery of consciousness, 8/213.
2. Searle, Mind-: A brief introduction, 209-211; Freedom and neurobiology, 63.

3. Searle, Rationality in action, 61.

4. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 297 .

5. Searle, Rationality in action, 217-275/68-75; Philosophy in a new sentury, 148.
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1. Searle, Rationality in action, 276-278; Mind- A brief introduction, 291-298; Philosophy in a new sentury,142-148.
2. Searle, Rationality in action, 77; Mind- A brief introduction, 298; Freedom and neurobiology, 73. Philosophy in a new

sentury, 146.
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1. embodied brain.

2. Searle, Rationality in action, 77-78; Mind- A brief introduction, 292.
3.1tis like to be me.

4. Searle, Rationality in action, 78-79; Mind- A brief introduction, 292.

5. Point of view.



247 [Seruwns 5o yala dauaie She b osae 58 sa (ad 140 538 Jlus (gulaa

e ety o 4 S & S [ 25 > sl olSmd s s oo b sl S 28 Ut b 4 S e
a8 s L8 5 ¢l 53 i o [y 4253 25 wlsy 355 Lol i o 4253 25 wilsy 5l 4 S (s
0 25 5 2l 03 ol (s S el edaline [ 0T 5 350 a5 s sl 5 e 355 w0
Sy e (23l Ol 53 (23l Slodis «smler Gl Wl (s 03 5 813 25 (65 ol
G ek 4 D58 0 S ) S5 e Camolemr eed Sl im0l 45 Sl (§ 500 ($ 0 B0
Sl (§ 530 oo (6 ol s 4y 9l s 525 o Tl ol 3355 ks 55 (6L Sla 1S 4y 2
(s 355 A )l o Lo RSN BB S g 5 ST o3yl 5 (65l S 6l o ler &S
N o5 Jos (emdl 3«30 ol s ol 22 BB 8 54 ol S 0

Sl s 9 L -2-4

Do IS o S 5 1) Sl stems 0l ndls ) Eom b 4 (3l 5 ST 5D S
IS o Jas S o3 L s SN by 8 by s el a8 0L s oST ks G 5 s
90 P& 53 el a8 L 31 el 53 3L s O 31 AL Sl 5 S s 3l (6585 4 Ol o0
Wl g s 255 g Jos 2505 La S plail 5 (6 S el sl Y5 olal S
6 Ol Jlesl S ditd Lins 53,58 (glls sloy 3L 5 255 olinn (310 Ao onnlis
2y dal Lo 03U 53 5580 0oalie 3L oledl Jlasl gt adgis ST L) sl C s
ol s gl edge T Sl o3l ol 4208 1355 o5 Jlesl 5 Slacanss ol 5l
RGPV S cupuwrlea\dmbU@l;—Jl;—ﬁﬁ;s\;f«JfﬁﬁASW\@ﬁ>}>.-j(a}l:ma
el sl 55 T 0o 53 ¢ Jnd (Slacs 1 sali 2 0315 5 5 Gl (S90Sl (S 550 o)
(s 5 Sl s T S alie 5l (glas garms plply (Bl dalgs 355 Lol o 3l
W8S o e S sh il e DT Jlasl 4o S <l 53 el o e Ly gp 5550
o3yl 31 oAl o g Eomy J o oS5 51l Jgine o 55 SLay1S 51 lams (1 JBlu S (g g0
2l Gy s (81 1o SV ] S al3T

s el sladdl e -3
cu._m&ljh?}%)&w)\u‘[bkif&w;wbdﬁ?ﬁ;->}>j)‘k5/33’w\ aaudls als

1. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 297; Philosophy in a new sentury, 150.

2. Searle, Rationality in action, 89-90.
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