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Epistemological Validity of Convention in Avicennian Ethics
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Abstract

The emergence or dominance of conventional approaches in ethics and their inevitable consequences on human
interactions and ultimately on the true happiness of mankind require anaiyticai and critical examinations of such
approaches. The issue of convention ( urf) can be examined from various dimensions. This article aims to reread the
opinions of Islamic scholars and, focusing on the epistemoiogicai dimension of convention, to analyze and infer the
perspective of the great thinker of the Islamic world, nameiy Avicenna based on authentic sources. This scrutinizing of
Avicenna's works and thoughts negates any necessary correlation between conventional beliefs and ideas on the one
hand and the achievement of a moraiiy blissful reaiity on the other. Avicenna's expiicit expressions, which indicate the
possibiiity of faisity of conventional beliefs, the lack of vaiidity of their origins, their conditional vaiidity, and the
incompatibiiity of their absolute Vaiidity with the goai of moraiity, highiight the negation of absolute vaiidity of
convention. From Avicenna's perspective, conventional moral beliefs are theoretical and their moral justification
requires proof.

Keywords: Avicenna, convention, conventional beliefs, epistemoiogicai Vaiidity, moral goai.
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Possibility of Movement from one Category to Another

Dr. Abdolali Shokr
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Email: ashokr@shirazu.ac.ir

Abstract

The main issue of the article is whether motion can be transferred from one category (supreme genus) to another.
Based on the ontoiogical Primacy of quiddity, such a thing is not possible and the transformation of one quiddity and
essence into another is not Possible; that is because there is no single shared matter between them so that one can be
transformed into another. Impossible transformation, according to philosophers, is that the quiddity of an object,
insofar as it is the quiddity of that object, is transformed into the quiddity of another object in terms of meaning and
concept. However, based on primacy of existence, intensifying and perfecting movement occurs in the gradationai levels
of existence, and it can be said that not oniy essential transformation is not impossible, but also it occurs in reaIityf
motion can be transferred from one category to other categories. This is contrary to the ancient Philosophers who
considered categories to be thoroughly different and distinct from each other in such a way that they considered the
transition from one category to another impossiblei Since, by accepting the primacy of existence, the quiddity is united
with and subordinate to existence in the outer world, with the intensification of the levels of existence and the
abstraction of the quiddity from each level, the quiddity can also be transformed secondarily and accidentaﬂy. Likewise,
based on the theory stating that "the human soul is bodily in its origin but spiritual in its survival", it becomes clear
that the human soul is transferred through substantial movement from the physical stage as a substantial category to
the level of intellectual incorporeality as another substantial category. In the theory of the embodiment of actions,
human behavior, which is among the accidental categories, is transformed into psychic dispositions as a result of
repetition, which are categorized in substantial categories. Using a descriptivefanaiytical method, this article has
examined this issue.

Keywords: movement in categories, essential transformation, primacy of existence, perfecting of the soul, embodiment

of actions, Mulla Sadra
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Abstract
The importance of theology to phiiosophers is not hidden. The unity of the Necessary Being is one of the most

important issues in this regarcii Among the most important doubts about God's unity is the suspicion of Ibn

Kamml.lna. Its denial of the most important principie of Islam and the emphasis of some of Avicenna's commentators,
highlight the importance ofa response. In this probiem, the phiiosophers' argument for the rejection of the composition

in Divine essence, which considers the necessity of the Necessary Being to be essential for Him, is undermined and

such an essential necessity is considered to be "accidental”. The purpose of the article is to deal with Ibn KammUna's
suspicion and to examine it within the context of Avicenna's thoughti Therefore, the present study seeks to responci to
the aforementioned probiem based on Avicenna's Phiiosophicai foundations, inciuding the simpiicity of Necessary
Being, the notion that His essence is the same as His Existence, and the univocaiity of existence, and also through the
historical examination of this probiem and even its background in the traditions of the Imams of Shi‘a and the ancient

times (Greek Phiiosophers). Therefore, given the age of this suspicion, Avicenna's phiiosophicai principies and
arguments appear to be able to respond to Ibn KammUna's probiemi

Keywords: Avicenna, Ibn KammUna's Problem, Unity of the Necessary Being, argument for the rejection of

composition, the essence of the Necessary Being, the simpiicity of the Necessary Being
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Abstract

Coleman Barks’ interpretations of Rumi’s poetry have played a significant role in introducing this eminent Phiiosopher
to the Engiishfspeaking world. However, an essential question arises: how can the nature and consequences of Barks’
reading of the metaphysicai themes in Masnavi be anaiyzed through a hermeneutical approach? This article, using an
anaiyticai»criticai method and based on hermeneutical frameworks, examines Barks’ reading from three perspectives:
first, anomalous interpretations have led to the separation of Rumi’s thought from its Isiamic»Phiiosophicai foundations;
second, the interpretive approach revolves around aiigning the verses with secular culture and New Age spirituaiity;
third, the consequences of this reading have not oniy resulted in a misrepresentation of Rumi for Western audiences but
have also distorted the isiamic-phiiosophicai thoughti Thus, the findings of the study show that, aithough Barks’
interpretations have piayed an important role in introducing Rumi’s poetry to new audiences, this effort simuitaneousiy
diverges from Rumi’s authentic worldview and, influenced by the New Age culture and subjective Presuppositions, has
uitimateiy led to a distortion of Rumi’s fundamental ideas.
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1. See: Bassnett, “Culture and translation” in A Companion to translation studies.
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Abstract
In the fields of ontology and theology in the document of fundamental evolution of education, paying attention to the
implications of monotheistic discourse, especially in the matter of education, holds special significance. This article,
based on the thoughts of Sadr al-Muti'allihin and his followers, analyzes the foundational aspects of a comprehensive
speech act derived from the blessed verse "¢ 'st ‘\L{J»J” Q. 42: 11 for the thematic teaching of the verse. Various
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Abstract
The concept of beauty and fine arts and its relation to valuable and sublime concepts such as goodness and utility has
Iong been of interest to ancient Greek thinkers, and many efforts have been made to express a comprehensive and
compiete definition of the concept of beauty. However, a certain definition of beauty could never be achieved due to the
difficulties and complexities. ‘What made these thinkers wonder about beauty and its precepts from the very beginning
was its relation to imitation and representation of real objectsi Therefore, many efforts were made to explain the relation
of beauty to reaIity and the natural world. On the other hand, attempts were made by thinkers to examine the concept
of goodness as a principle that gives value to man in all aspects of his life. Plato was the first who systematicaHy
Presented a philosophicai thought about beauty and art and tried very hard to obtain a definition of the concept of
beauty and explain its relation to the concepts of goodness and utilityi After him, Aristotle dealt with beauty and the
types of fine arts and tried to determine the position of beauty and art and its purpose with regard to knowledge and its
relationship to reality as well as the concepts related to goodness and virtue. This article attempts to comparatively
examine the views of these two great thinkers on beauty and its relationship to the concept of goodness.
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Abstract

Contingency based on poverty (imkan ann') is one of the innovations of Sadr al-Muti'allihin Shirazi regarding the
concept of contingency which reveals its truth in a different way. Among the followers of Mulla Sadra, Ayatoiiah Javadi
Amoli believes that the theory of contingency based on poverty is in contradiction and conflict with essential
contingency and basicaiiy eradicates quiddity and leaves no room for essential contingency. In contrast, some
researchers, referring to Allama Tabataba'i, hold that contingency based on poverty is an extension and deepening of
essential contingency and that the two are not incompatibiei Accordingiy, the purpose of this research is to answer this
question: Does adherence to the notion of contingency based on poverty negate the idea of essential contingency? If so,
how is this incompatibiiity expiained? This research is a basic study that, using iibrary sources and content anaiysis
methods, first describes the essential contingency and then provides an expianation of Mulla Sadra's contingency based
on poverty. Then, citing the statements of Ayatoiiah Javadi Amoli, it expiains and elaborates on his theory and criticaiiy
examines the arguments of his opponents. Finaiiy, this article, by confirming and emphasizing the correctness of
Ayatoiiah ]avacii Amoli's theory and pointing out some of its impiications, concludes that the contingency based on
poverty and essential contingency are not compatibie; because by estabiishing contingency based on poverty, quiddity
vanishes from the phiiosophicai giossaries.
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Abstract

In different branches of cognitive science, precise knowledge of the brain, brain circuits, changes resulting from an
individual's experience, etc., there are findings about pleasure and suffering, any of which scientifically confirms and
interprets part of Avicenna's views on pain and Pleasure. The relativity of pain perception, the effect of mental states on
it, its types, factors, obstacles, and many other findings that are also consistent with Avicenna's views all show the
multiflayeredfness and complexity of the issue. Although modern science is not in a position to prove or confirm the
soul, it does not tolerate the dogmatic position of eliminative monism. It is also incompatible with maximal dualism.
Some of Avicenna's positions on the soul, including his views on pain and pleasure and other evidence, can to some
extent provide a more appropriate interpretation of duality in his view.
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Abstract

Sharing in names, sharing in the essential states of the word, and sharing in the accidental states of the word are
important types of equivocation faiiacy that have been the focus of attention of iogicians thmughout the history of iogic.
In this article, the views of Aristotle, Al-Farabi, and Avicenna on these three types of fallacies are expiored, and the
common points and differences of their views are shown. All of them are aware of the importance of these three types
of fallacies and have piaced them at the forefront of the discussion of faiiacies, and they agree on many exampies of
these faiiacies, but there are differences in the way they express the types and interpretations they have about them and
in the scope of some types. Two differences can be seen in their words: one is in the application of HsharingH to these
types, as Avicenna has used the word sharing in all three, but Aristotle and Al-Farabi have exciusiveiy applied it to the
first and second types. Of course, it is more precise to exciusiveiy use sharing for the first type, and appiying it to other
types seems to be imprecise. Another difference is in the scope and extent of faiiacy in 7jam (a faiiacy related to the
diacritic points that distinguish various consonants that have the same form in Arabic and Persian aiphabet and writing
system) which Avicenna considers it synonymous with the accidental states of the word and appiies it both in writing
and speech, but Aristotle and Al-Farabi restrict it to writing. From the words of Aristotle and Avicenna, four meanings
are inferred for the term "ijam", and this variety of meanings has become the reason for the difference in the scope of
i}'a'm in their views. In fact, Aristotle, Al-Farabi, and Avicenna do not disagree on the faiiacy that is specific to writing.
Keywords: faiiacy of sharing in names, sharing in the states of the word, sharing in the essential states of the word, and

sharing in the accidental states of the word, faiiacy in diacritics, faiiacy in i}'.im.
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Abstract

The characteristics that famous phiiosophers have stated for immaterial entities based on the primai matter of
Peripatetics are incompatibie with some phiiosophicai and reiigious precepts of the immaterial beingsi It seems that the
origin of this is a conjunctionai or unified interpretation of the primai matter. The approach of the research in soiving
this pmbiem is to redefine the primai matter in relation to the ﬂowing existence, in the form of anaiyticai matter and to
follow its reflections in the issue of matter and potency. In this context and with an interdiscipiinary appmach, first an
expianation of two notable views from contemporary Neo-Sadrians is expressedi These views are based on the ﬂowing
existence and substantial motion. In the next stage, these positions are first criticized and then, with an epistemoiogicai
consideration, a more comprehensive and new expianation of the position of matter is given. Replacing the
conjunctional and unified matter with the analytical matter in explaining the concepts of "immaterial" and "material"
with a descriptivefanaiyticai method leads to a more precise expianation and further extension of the scope of motion,
to deepening the ontoiogy of motion, and to a greater compatibiiity of phiiosophicai teachings with each other and with
reiigious texts. The anaiyticai material can also pave the way for a unique advancement in the Islamic aspect of the
Islamic phiiosophy and illuminate other aspects of the capabiiities of the transcendent theosophy, as well as new
horizons for subsequent research in identifying and evaiuating its various implications. Finaiiy, specific cases of the
impiications of this expianation are listed and suggestions for further research are presented.

Keywords: Conjunctionai matter, unified matter, anaiyticai matter, material and immaterial, ﬂowing existence,

epistemoiogicai consideration.
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