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The Historical Background of the Fourth Dimension
before Sadra's Philosophy

Dr. Mahdi Assadi

Assistant Professor, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies

Email: M.Assadi@ihcs.ac.i

Abstract

Although the fourth dimension has gone beyond the boundaries of philosophy and is now a major concern
in physics, the exact origins and history remain a mystery. Therefore, it should be investigated in the context
of which philosophical problems of the Islamic world the fourth dimension was formed and then, how it
developed. We will see that in the philosophical society of Iran, it has been traced back to Mulla Sadra; we
will show that, however, in the Islamic world prior to him, there are quite explicit statements in the works of
Nasir al-Din Tast, Ibn Kammiina, Qutb al-Din Shirazi, Mirak Bukhari, Qishchi, Mir Damad and others.
In Western philosophy, the fourth dimension has been arguably traced back to the opinions of some
medieval thinkers such as Anselm; but some western thinkers have correctly shown that there is no explicit
statement about this in their works. In short, in this article, we will collect the views of the mentioned
thinkers in a historical way and analyze them rationally. In the end, we will take a glance at the history of
Ibn ‘Arafa’s relevant opinion about reductional four—dimensionalism.

Keywords: four—dimensionalism, eternalism, reductional four—dimensionalism, time, Tist

mThis is an open access article under the CC BY license: https:// creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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Rogers, Katherin. "BAck TO ETErNALISm: A rESPONSE TO LEFTOw'S
“ANSELmIAN PrESENTISm".” Faith and Philosophy 26, no. 3 (2009): 320-338.

sl T 3 s o SlS G ks 31t o Dl 3 il 3 LS 0
ol oles S i LagT 51 8 5 (2,5 olietld) ailiwlis 48 515 3555 51 Ol 5 e
Slaode pledenns Glttomtyil SUT 53 0iSTy Sy goss o oy oo SalS (o)l el ol (535,50
a3 polezr dm oS el ) 505 g s cimen gl ot 5 (50913 8 S 315 355 wlee
el s SIS ol ol (505 0 ShalS 03 ol by (23S S s Jann 5 5 6
58 o 5 s (P s pos leds plietig il 35 0T 5 ola5 ¢ s 5 oash Lo

213 3525 O 31 5 ol 5208 iy 25 55 eyl oy Ol odfisly g pme o x5 s B
4 ol p gz A 3l 148 (growing block view of time) glej uli3l o8 Syl oS o
g5 on) ol B g3 sl 53 b Jl 5 4sdS lagle 3l plaSin s sl psins okl T &L
CLaasSS 1 Ao (51485 45848 ) (D) 0 (6 o b= (S it - 097 10l Sl ool ns
e ol dom 3l s sl sS 5 (shrinking block) gley Aals olSus "o 45 oo 635531 2508 59 ge
SrBags gl ol dls sednl slagle) ) plAS,n st pydas x2S OTaL yas el
Mot il 3l (3 355 (Slatiiog oS 55 el domy 3l b i a8 iy 525 53l sl Tl

;J,S(..N)> oLl ol (4,0l 5 5bels 1o 133) 555 Conlio gl 55 48 395 o0 3L Hlodne

paes Slohias B o glo Gl 5 (5 9 882l
e 4l 5l 3l S e gl o 55 S DL sl b poler dm Vgems o35 0l xS
a2 ontl 53 Lo g penl) edolazsls T 1SS 5 s 4 (5 5 ) 3lms s 03l b ol d g i

21200 et 3l B b 5l Dlear dny lrdlbe (laelSuus s 5 Jlosd 5 (0158

53558 Jamand sl ol Blomad ) (lakems (Lol 35 ez o iy 1 (5ebl) 355 g 0o il s s 53 s o e nshs Gos 3 S )
L s Goen
Wl a3 p5ler dns gl 2B (S5 S e 4SSl s 513 5 sl 53 Sl el 5 Jl 5 23S slagles 3l fl.\sﬁ@i‘_;,;_uﬂ s Y
5 8dS 3 llae La S5 ool b s ol (sl ol 5 (J31 S imy (55 Sba o (3235 Sline 5,8 oo (SC ol e gy 28 L 55 8 Yyons
il el BlS e 50 6,50 gl r)kw}wéhﬁnp;ﬁn S P 533 S| 1015 S5 b 55 sl s el 5 Jl
S A Sl d b JLs 5 o SLaST) 3 25 Al gl 1 g S it e (51)

Broad, Scientific Thought, pp. 66-67.

3. Hare, "Time-The emotional asymmetry", p. 511; Iacona, “The Metaphysics of Ockhamism”, p. 136.
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Abstract
This article tries to reread the opinions of the two great thinkers Akhund Khurasani and Allameh Tabatabaei
about the rule of one (gaida al-wahid) in order to explain their differences and clarify their weaknesses.
Despite their noteworthy strengths the author thinks that both views can be violated: for instance, Akhund's
assumption that considers this rule can be validly applied to all kinds of cause and to both real and
conventional sciences, unlike Allameh's assumption that confines the rule to efficient causes including
emanative and natural. Considering the intellectual foundations of these two thinkers in the principles of
jurisprudence and philosophy and considering the fact that the exact explanation of this rule belongs to
philosophy, it should be said, as the conclusion of this research, that the rule of one exclusively includes the
emanative causes that possess and can create only one specific perfection (except for the Creator who
possesses all the perfections despite His complete simplicity and unity). It is worth noting that the rule of
one is not limited to a "numerically" one; therefore, the application of this rule in cases such as the issues of
"being correct and more general" or "obligatory with choice” is not justified in the principles of
jurisprudence and philosophy in which the above topics are not discussed.
Keywords: Akhund Khurasani, Allameh Tabatabaei, the rule of one, conversion of the rule of one,

emanation, cognation
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Abstract

The concept of form (sirat) is a major key to understanding the market of paradise according to Ibn ‘Arabi.
The view of the early mystics on this subject is limited to a brief description, which is also due to the fame of
the hadith about the "market of paradise” in the Islamic tradition. From the viewpoint of Ibn ‘Arabi, who
has dealt with the market of heaven more than others and in an exclusive way, various mystical functions
and thoughts have been inferred and analyzed, which are as follows: 1. the market of heaven as a means of
communication with other worlds; 2. the market of paradise a place to ask for everything; 3. the difference
between buying and selling in this market; 4. the difference between the material world and the immaterial
world is conventional, not real; 5. the market of heaven in barzakh or after the resurrection; 6. the market of
heaven and the soul's evolution; 7 the market of heaven and the expansion of divine knowledge. What ties
this concept to Ibn ‘Arabi's thought is his detailed epistemological explanation, which seems unique in some
cases.

Keywords: market of paradise, Ibn ‘Arabi, form, market of forms, parallel worlds, buying and selling
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Three "Causes" Based on Three Philosophical Phases
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Abstract

It seems that causality is the most important issue that has undergone changes in line with the three phases
of Sadra's philosophy. It has many dimensions and divisions and goes with the evolutions of this philosophy
in various aspects. In this article, we examine five basic issues of causality based on these three philosophical
phases; as for the subject of causality, for instance, according to the quiddity-oriented and non-existential
view, three options can be proposed, "'every being', 'every phenomenon' or 'every contingent (essential
contingency)' need a cause”" while based on the second phase, it can be stated as "every contingent
(existential contingency) is in need of a cause", whereas according to the third phase of evolution, it can be
stated as "every manifestation is dependent on the manifested". Also, in other issues of the causality similar
results can be attained that have been discussed in this article.

Keywords: causality, priority of quiddity, priority of existence, the individual unity of existence, the graded

unity of existence, three philosophical phases
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Abstract

The concept of death inspires many philosophical reflections about human existence which can affect the
human attitude and lifestyle. As two existentialists, Mulla Sadra and Jaspers have paid attention to the issue
of death and its various dimensions. The comparative and analytical comparison of these two philosophers'
opinions shows that from the religious and mystical perspective, Jaspers considers the human encounter with
the issue of death, as a boundary situation, one of the most effective factors in the formation of identity and
finding the real Human self. By distinguishing the three stages of human empirical being from existenz, he
believes that in the transcendental level of existenz, man has the ability to understand immortality or in
other words "deathlessness” and the "experience of immortality" and without having an immaterial
dimension, he can experience it throughout his life. On the other hand, according to Mulla Sadra, death and
immortality have a broad and systematic conception that is derived from his philosophical and religious
foundations. In Sadra's philosophy, there is a correlation between the immateriality of the soul and its
immortality; the soul has different levels of existence, which can achieve the level of immateriality through
undergoing the substantial movement and passing its evolutionary levels of existence. The soul does not
disappear with the destruction of the body, but, because of being immaterial, it will survive forever as eternal
and immortal. He considers immortality to be a graded truth which exists both in this world (through
voluntary death) and in the next world.

Keywords: Jaspers, boundary situation, Mulla Sadra, death, immortality, soul.
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Abstract

Through a descriptive-analytical method, this article tries to analyze the meaning and reasons of identity
between the Divine Essence and His Attributes, the viewpoint of Qaysari and how it differs from other
mystics' views, and the viewpoint of Mulla Sadra and how it differs from or shares with that of mystics
including Qaysari. Qaysari believes in the identity between attributes and essence both in the status of
Essence and in Divine Abode. According to Qaysari, the entification (#a ayyun) other mystics take as first is
in fact the same as the state of oneness (wahidiyya), and the state of unicity (ahadiyya) is the same as the
state of the Essence. Attributes in the status of Essence have unity in an absolute and integrated way; on the
other hand, in Divine Abode, which is the manifestation of Essence, the unity is considered as an aspect in
the form of an illuminative relation, rather than a categorical relation which is of quiddity and necessitates
multiplicity in Essence. To understand this problem, we can take help from the concept of philosophical
secondary intelligibles in Mulla Sadra's philosophical system in which the multiplicity of intelligibles does
not necessitate the multiplicity of reality. In this philosophical system, the relationship between essence and
its attributes is the same as the relationship between existence and quiddity, where existence has priority in
terms of reality, and quiddity has posteriority in the metaphorical sense. In other words, in context of
understanding, the attributes and aspects of the Real are hierarchically posterior to Essence.

Keywords: Qaysari, Mulla Sadra, unity of the attributes, essential attributes, relative attributes.
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Ontology of Existence in Pre- Sadrian Tradition
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Abstract

Philosophers and theologians before Mulla Sadra had diverse views about the ontological status of existence.
Paying attention to their opinions is very important to understand Mulla Sadra's doctrine of ontological
priority of existence. On the other hand, philosophers and theologians have dealt with this issue in different
positions, and in some cases, there seems to be an apparent inconsistency. In contemporary works, there is
no comprehensive examination about these diverse views. This article seeks to shed light on this issue.
Peripatetic philosophers considered existence to exist and most likely considered it to be an accident.
Suhrawardi and his followers criticized this opinion and considered existence as a secondary intelligible and
non-existent. Many later philosophers and theologians also preferred Suhrawardi's viewpoint. While denying
that existence is an accident, some theologians considered it to exist outside but to be identical with quiddity.
They thought that their view is immune to Suhrawardi's criticisms. According to this opinion, for existence
to exist, it does not need to be an accident to quiddity. Another related problem was that philosophers
maintained that the universal concept of existence has external instances called particular beings. This is
incompatible with existence being a secondary intelligible. ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Lahiji tried to resolve the
inconsistency. According to Lahiji's solution, existence is external, but does not exist in external reality. This
solution can be criticized.

Keywords: existence, existent, quiddity, absolute being, particular being.
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Criticism of the Ontological-Theological Implications of the Theory of Emanation with

an Interpretative Approach to Divine Impermeability
Yousuf Farshadnia
MA student of Hadith Sciences, University of Qom
Dr. Ensiech Asgari (corresponding author)
Faculty member of Hazrat-e Masoumeh University
Email: e.asgari@hmu.ac.ir
Abstract
The theory of emanation based on "creating from being" has conflicts with the divine impermeability based
on "creating not from being” in terms of its implications. This requires the accurate attention of scholars in
the field of Islamization of human sciences. The article has analyzed the ontological-theological implications
of the theory of emanation and criticized it based on an interpretive approach to divine impermeability.
Impermeability approach negates any "birth" and "emanation" from God and introduces him with the
expressions, "He neither begets nor is born" and "Nor is there to Him any equivalent”. While based on the
theory of emanation, begetting is accepted in God's Essence and His will is considered as an essential
attribute, in the interpretive approach to divine impermeability, God's will is an attribute of action. In the
intended meaning of "impermeability", God starts creation based on will and its accompaniment, that is, "Be!
and it is" (the agent by will); while in the theory of emanation, the issuance of the creation is necessary from
the essence of the Real, and any possibility of not issuing is ruled out, and therefore, God's will and power
are limited. In the theory of emanation and its other frequently used equivalent "effusion”, there is cognation
between the cause and the effect; but according to divine impermeability, there is no need for cognation
between the creator and the creature, and it is possible for God to create diverse and multiple beings by
creating and making them without the need for an intermediary.
Keywords: ontological-theological, divine emanation and effusion, divine impermeability, creating from

being, creating not from being.
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Abstract
Javadi Amoli and Mujtahed Shabestari are considered to be important thinkers of political theology and
among the most important sources of religious thought production who have actively participated in
contemporary issues of political theology. Based on a comparative method, this article examines the opinions
of these two in the most important issues of political theology to find their similarities and differences. The
result is that their commonalities are attention to newly emerging political issues, relative coherence in their
collection of political theology, the connection between the field of religion and the field of politics, the
scientific and religious authority of imams, considering reason and revelation as parts of the same division
and accepting reason's inherent validity, the fundamental importance of how to govern, the possibility of
harmony between Islam and democracy, rejecting imposition and coercion, people's participation in the
process of political affairs, the right to monitor the performance of rulers, non-imposition of opinion,
freedom, justice, security, and ownership are different dimensions of human rights. The differences, however,
are greater since they belong to two different paradigms/discourses with different presuppositions. While
Javadi Amoli sincerely believes in maintaining and strengthening the political theological heritage, Shabestari
considers this heritage completely useless in the contemporary era. Contrary to Shabestari, Javadi Amoli
connects issues to God in a hierarchical manner and considers the intention of closeness to God necessary.

Keywords: issues of political theology, Javadi Amoli, Shabestari, comparative study, Islam, democracy.
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Abstract

The Holy Quran and a number of hadiths refer to the fate of a person, that is, happiness or misery. Khwaja
Yusuf Hamadani (440-535 AH) is one of the devoted- to-law Sufis who presented his distinctive views on
happiness and misery in detail in the book AlKashf ‘an Manazil al-Sa'irin ila Allah. Khwaja has also
discussed this issue in Rutbat al- Hayat. Al-Kashfis the most detailed work of Khwaja, but it has not been
edited and published yet. In this article, based on the newly found manuscript of al-Kashf, we have extracted,
examined and analyzed his views about happiness and misery. Theologically he belongs to a Maturidism.
The result of this research is that Khwaja, with the support of his Maturidism and Sufi teachings, has shown
that happiness originates from God's grace and misery from God's justice, both of which are God's acts that
the servant obtains them through servitude. In other words, they seem to be in opposition to each other, but
they both come from the Real.

Keyword: Khwaja Yusuf Hamadani, A/-Kashf an Manazil al-Sa'irin. Rutbat al- Hayat, happiness, misery,

grace, justice.
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Abstract

Theoretical wisdom and practical wisdom are like two wings for the development of the Islamic society.
Today, practical wisdom is mostly manifested in jurisprudence. The duty of jurisprudence in the current
approach is to infer religious injunctions from Islamic sources. In this article, the impact of Sadra's
transcendent philosophy on jurisprudence and the role of jurisprudence on the system of transcendent
wisdom have been investigated. The main problem of this article is why there are some shortcomings in the
popular jurisprudence, and in this regard, we have come to the conclusion that jurisprudence should not be
separated from ontology. Theology should be the focus of jurisprudence, not a marginal and unimportant
issue. In this regard, the main goal of the article is to show the impact of ontology (of transcendent
philosophy) on jurisprudence. As a result, while explaining what the science of jurisprudence is, we will
explain the source of reason and the implications of the centrality of reason as a common source of
jurisprudence and philosophy and its definition in terms of jurisprudence and philosophy. The intended
jurisprudence of transcendent philosophy has an existential goal in the individual and social sphere and
emphasizes insight in religion and awe. In the transcendent system, jurisprudence is a subset of theology,

and its definition and rulings are examined in this regard. In Sadrian system, jurisprudence, mysticism and

®. v This is an open access article under the CC BY license: https:/ / creativ .org/li /by/4.0/



mailto:Smhm751@yahoo.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22067/epk.2023.71809.1054

philosophy are not separate from each other and all are layers and levels of religion. This can lead to the
correct explanation of the scope of jurisprudence. Civilization-building and anti-tyranny jurisprudence is one
of the characteristics of Sadrian jurisprudence. On the other hand, jurisprudence is also considered as a
subset of individual and social practical wisdom, and Mulla Sadra's explanation of practical wisdom is very
effective in directing his jurisprudence. This approach accelerates the scientific development of the Islamic
society and prevents some damages; as in the jurisprudence style of the contemporary Sadrian jurist - Imam
Khomeini - this influence caused the growth of the Muslim community. At the end of this article, these

effects have been shown more vividly in the form of Motahari's jurisprudential approach.

Keywords: jurisprudence, theology, Mulla Sadra, transcendent system of thought.
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Abstract

One of the key matters in examining the scientific nature of knowledge and its methodology is the
components of knowledge, that is, the subject, problems, and principles that constitute that knowledge. The
subject is the central axis of the knowledge whose essential accidents are discussed in that knowledge, and
the problems of knowledge are propositions whose subject is the same as the subject of knowledge or parts
or instances of the subject of knowledge, and their predicate is an essential accident of the subject of
knowledge. Proving the essential accidents of the subject of knowledge in the form of problems of knowledge
(which is the main purpose of knowledge) is based on the principles of knowledge which are of two types:
conceptual and propositional. Therefore, the principles of knowledge have a constructive role in the
formation of knowledge and the proof of its problems. Because of this role and also because in today's
debates regarding the nature of knowledge and methodology of science, the principles of knowledge and the
clarification of its dimensions are not given serious attention, the present article focuses on the principles of
knowledge and examines their role in the realization and establishment of knowledge. Of course, the
contents of the principles of knowledge and the nature of each of the conceptual and propositional
principles, as well as the position and method of obtaining these principles in knowledge are also explained.
Keywords: components of knowledge, principles of knowledge, conceptual principles, propositional

principles, evident and non-evident principles, general and specific principles.
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In the Name of Allah
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