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Ibn Taymiyyah Against Ibn Taymiyyah:
Contradictory Measures

Adnan Fallahi, PhD in Islamic Jurisprudence and Principles of Islamic Law, Semnan University
Email: adnan. fallahi@gmail.com

Abstract

One of the important features of many of Ibn Taymiyyah’s works is their polemical nature, that is,
he composed these works in the form of intense theological or jurisprudential polemics against his
opponents. In these disputes, Ibn Taymiyyah has used arguments to defeat his opponents. This
research aims to show that these arguments of Ibn Taymiyyah can sometimes turn into measures
against himself and challenge some of his own most basic intellectual foundations. Our research
method in this article is such that we follow a pattern of comparative study in Ibn Taymiyyah’s
works and examine four examples of his polemical arguments against his opponents: arguing with
Christians over their oral tradition arguing with Sunni jurists on the subject and instances of
consensus, the issue of criticism and praise (jarh wa ta'dil) of Abi Hanifah, and finally the
punishment of heretics. In the end, as research findings, we will show the contradictions in some of
the issues Ibn Taymiyyah has argued over.

Keywords: Ibn Taymiyyah, salaf, contradiction, consensus.
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Abstract

In order to find a way to analyze metaphysics, Kant introduced four types of propositions in his
philosophy. After analyzing these propositions, only analytic a posteriori propositions can be
considered as a general title for all propositions and through them, a more accurate way to measure
external truth and falsehood of propositions can be proposed. Since analytic a posteriori
propositions include metaphysical propositions such as “God exists”, the metaphysical propositions
are certainly true, but other types of propositions are determined to be true or false, depending on
whether their predicate is sensory or inductive. The analytic a posteriori propositions can result in
provability of metaphysics through dependence on a posteriori cognition of “existence”, followed by
the provability of God with the metaphysical argument which is certainly true and in correpondense
with reality, with no possibility of being false. In this article, after explaining Kant’s propositions,
they have been criticized and analyzed so that it is possible to prove God through a certainly true
argument.

Keywords: metaphysics, Kant, provability of God, analytic propositions, causation, existence.
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Abstract

In the process of reasoning, the self-analysis of reason is common in all schools of Islamic
philosophy. Some have succeeded in this difficult test and some have failed and have been doomed
to skepticism and agnosticism. The question of the union of the intellecting subject and the
intelligible object is among those issues in which the intellect deals with the ability, realm and
quality of its own reasoning. Various aspects of epistemology, ontology and psychology are
manifested in this issue. This has made theorizing this doctrine doubly difficult. Influenced by the
inadequacy of some of his principles, Ibn Sina has considered part of its realm as absurd and
accused the one who believes in it to lack understanding. Only Mulla Sadra has tried to revive and
reconstruct this doctrine, both on the basis of the principles of the common philosophy, even those
accepted by Ibn Sina, and on a higher level on the basis of the specific principles of his own
Transcendent philosophy. In Transcendent philosophy, important epistemological and
anthropological results are expected and the rational justification of some original religious beliefs is
subject to a transcendent analysis of it. A researcher has considered either side of the dispute
incapable to prove their claim and has himself claimed the deferment of judgment. An analysis
shows that this claim is based on misinterpretations of the positive arguments proposed by Mulla
Sadra, and the claim of equality between arguments for and against the doctrine of the unity of the
intellect, the intellecting subject and its intelligible object can be rejected.

Keywords: the doctrine of the unity of the intellect, the intellecting subject and its intelligible object,
substantial motion of the soul, essential perfection of the soul, Subjectivism, the doctrine of the

reality and the tenuity
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Abstract

In Islamic philosophy, cause is divided into efficient cause (‘llat-e ijadi) that bestows existence, and
occasional or preparatory cause (‘llat-e i‘dadi). Based on the definition and criteria of cause
proposed by Muslim philosophers, preparatory cause is only metaphorically called a cause. In this
article, with a philosophical method and with the aim of explaining the real position of the
preparatory cause among the causes and rereading some philosophical issues concerning causality, it
is proved that causality is a graded reality that enjoys a wide range of intense and weak levels.
Causality is consistent and harmonious with existence in this sense; cause and effect are among the
modes of existence, and existence is graded. High levels are efficient causes and weak grades are
preparatory causes. Therefore, though possessing a weak and low level, the occasional cause is also a
real cause. According to the criteria of a cause, “co-existence” (ma'‘iyyat) and/or “being directly and
originally created” (ibda‘) are not conditions of being a cause, and considering these two as the
criteria of causation is due to the part-to-whole fallacy. The method of this research is analytical-
rational and its purpose is to explain the true position of the preparatory cause among the real
causes.

Keywords: cause, efficient cause, occasional cause, preparatory cause
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Reviewing the Moral Cognitivism of Nasir al-Din al-Ttsi

Hossein Ahmadi, Assistant Professor, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute, Qom

Email: hahmadi135454@gmail.com

Abstract

Moral cognitivism is one of the topics of moral philosophy and epistemology of ethics and Nasir al-
Din al-Tasi is among the moral cognitivists because: first, he refers to various ways for knowing the
reality such as reason, fame, experience, revelation and intuition; second, he deals with the middle
term as a criterion for knowledge; third, he accepts the demonstrability of the rational moral
statements; and fourth, he adheres to moral absolutist. Since he is a moral cognitivist and given that
all moral cognitivists are considered moral monists, Tasi is also considered a moral monist; it
seems, however, that Tasl, in explaining the demonstrability of moral statements, has not proved
the real relationship between the granting of divine blessings and the necessity of gratitude, and has
come to the conclusion by claiming that this relationship can be considered the result of a causal
relationship between moral act and its result; that is, every moral act, such as thanksgiving, causes
happiness and perfection of human beings, and the obligation of thanking God shows the causal
relationship between gratitude and the resulting happiness for the grateful person. Therefore, if it is
asked why thanksgiving is obligatory, the answer is that this thanksgiving is obligatory because it
can lead to happiness and perfection.

Keywords: Nagir al-Din al-Tasi, moral philosophy, epistemology of ethics, moral cognitivism, moral

absolutism
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Abstract

That “what makes an individual being the one it is” has been a question great thinkers have long
tried to resolve. As the innovator or strong advocate of the doctrine of existential primacy of
existence over the quiddity, Mulla Sadra Shirazi maintains that the individuation of a thing depends
on the mode of its existence. He believes that this standpoint was also held by Farabi. He has
confirmed this attribution in eight of his works: asfar, sharh al-hidaya al-athiriyya, al-rasa’il al-tisa,
al-hashiya ‘al4 ilahiyyat al-shifd, al-mabda’ wa al-maad, risala fi al-tashakhus, risala al-limmiyya and
risala fi ittisal” al-mahiyya bi al-wujid; however, he does not mention any evidence for this
attribution. By reviewing the documents, this writing evaluates this Mulla Sadra’s explicit
attribution and shows that it is not the case. This evaluation results from three arguments and
pieces of evidence: some other attributions of Sadra, the explicit opinions of Farabi himself, and
reviewing this viewpoint based on the principle of recognizing the predecessors in the light of the
successors. These indicate that Mulla Sadra is the first who has made such a claim. This article is
not limited to description only, rather, based on a general principle, it provides an explanation why
such an invalid attribution has been occurred.

Keywords: determination, individuation, existence, accidents of existence, Mulla Sadra, Farabi.
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