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The Intra-textual Attitude Towards Religion in Contempo-
rary Theology

Dr. Safdar Elahi Rad

Assistant Professor, Theology and Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini Educa-
tional and Research Institute

Abstract

New theological schools try to overcome the theological concerns of the postmodern
approach by presenting methods that are different from those of former approaches.
Some of these theological concerns have arisen under the influence of the challeng-
es of pluralism and profound diversity in theology, as well as the conflicts between
science and religion. The present study explains and examines one of the new ap-
proaches of religious philosophy to theology and understanding of religion, namely
the intra-textual approach. The intra-textual approach, developed in the mid-twentieth
century under the influence of late Wittgenstein’s ideas as well as narrative theology,
holds that religious knowledge should not rely on external factors and matters outside
the religious texts. Rather, the text itself must be understood in terms of language and
its internal rules because any intervention of external factors causes deviation from
the truth of religion and faith. The intra-textual approach, with a non-realistic attitude,
even believes that we should not consider real referents for religion and religious
texts and should not understand them in association with external realities. That is,
religious faith and understanding are nothing but a direct presence in touch with the
text. This approach is not able to solve the conflict between science and religion, and
suffers from fundamental challenges due to its fideistic attitude and also its functional
and unrealistic attitude towards religion.

Keywords: intra-textual theology, narrative theology, language of religion, fideism,
realism
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Abstract

Bada’ (alteration in the Divine will) is one of the most practical teachings in various
Islamic sciences. Therefore, achieving a comprehensive definition of the doctrine of
bada’ is an inevitable necessity, because the study of the works of thinkers in this field
suggests that different definitions of this Sh1‘T teaching have been presented to date so
that some have even taken it as another reading of the doctrine of abrogation (naskh).
In order to achieve a correct definition of this doctrine, the present research intends to
study the presence and historical evolution of this doctrine in Shia writings by means
of the descriptive-analytical method and through the distinction between the idiomat-
ic and literal meaning of bada’. Relying on a new approach in defining this doctrine in
the last two centuries, it tries to find the components that are more frequently repeated
among the definitions and provide a comprehensive definition of bada’ and also, by
removing some of the conditions in the predecessors’ definitions, attempts to improve
the definition. In this article, the comprehensive definition of bada’ is presented in two
positions (ontic/epistemic), the second of which has two levels (bada’ at the personal
level, bada’ at the general level). The distinction between the concept of bada’ and
other similar concepts (abrogation, Divine decree and predestination), the inclusion
of the condition “opposition of the event to the news of the honest informant”, and the
emphasis on the condition “become clear from it” are some of the considerations that
eliminate the defects in the predecessors’ definition.

Keywords: bada’, abrogation, Divine decree and predestination, Shia writings
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Comparative-Critical Analysis of the Role of “Channeling”
in Modern Spiritual Life and the Intuition in Islamic Mysti-
cism
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Dr. Rahman Bolhassani
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Abstract

After the end of World War, “modern spiritualism” came to the aid of modern man,
tired of materialist scientism, to give him peace and hope in his material life, and to
reconnect his hands to transnatural world, by changing his “spiritual life”. Mean-
while, the “New Age” movement from the branches of spiritualism, by presenting
the mechanism of “channeling” and taking advantage of the pre-Christian historical
background of Europe and North America, claimed to have an esoteric discipline and
connection with the transnatural world and the ability to explain it. This article is ded-
icated to explaining the relationship between “mystical intuition” and “channeling. In
fact, the main question is: Is channeling the same as mystical intuition? Is the view
that “channeling is an alternative to the intuition of mystics in the modern world”
compatible with the principles of Islamic mysticism? After defining, stating the back-
ground and types of channeling, we will critically analyze it and compare it with intu-
ition from the perspective of Islamic mysticism. Due to the differences of the notions
in teleology, criteriology, and their different epistemological and ontological aspects,
the idea that channeling is the same as intuition cannot be evaluated as correct.
Keywords: modern spiritualism, Western esotericism, the New Age, channeling, in-
tuition
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Abstract

In his discussion of God’s oneness, Mulla Sadra, by presenting an argument based on the rule of
Simple Truth (basTt al-haqiqa), attributes the true simplicity to God. This argument seems to be
in line with the argument of negating the combination of Essence and besides other arguments
for God’s oneness, but in fact its purpose is to present a monotheistic system distinct from all
philosophical schools in terms of the relation between the unity and multiplicity at the level of
Essence and levels lower than Essence. The purpose of this article is to explain the co-existence
of God’s unity with the multiplicity of creatures and to explain how it can be reconciled with
His transcendence based on this rule. For this purpose, the position of the argument of Simple
Truth in the arguments of God’s unity is explained because it is one of the necessary premises
of the explanation of God’s oneness. The study of the simplicity of God or the reconciliation of
infinite multiplicity with unity at the level of Essence and also the unity of the Divine attributes
in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, which completes the meaning of simplicity, is among the issues
discussed in this research. Finally, the special co-existence resulted by the simplicity of God is
explained. This co-existence can seemingly lead to multiplicity in Essence as well as the viola-
tion of His transcendence. However, the result of the research is that Sadra, on the basis of true
simplicity of God or the fact that He is the totality of all things, establishes such a relationship
between God and creatures that does entail His transcendence.

Keywords: the rule of Simple Truth (basit al-haqiqa), unity and multiplicity, individual unity
of existence, self-Subsisting co-existence, difference of attribute, difference of complete separa-
tion, reconciliation between tanzih (transcendence) and tashbih (anthropomorphism)
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Abstract

One of the most important and fundamental philosophical issues with important con-
sequences and implications is the individual unity of existence; Through it, philoso-
phy enters the horizon of mysticism and thus all philosophical issues and discussions
find a new taste. In this article, based on the view of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli (fully
qualified in philosophy, mysticism and exegesis), we prove the individual unity of
existence and also criticize a conception of infinite truth (which is consistent with gra-
dation of existence) by referring to the infinity of the Almighty. Then we will discuss
the consequences and implications of this understanding of the infinity of God, some
of which are: “transformation of gradation of existence into gradation of manifesta-
tions of existence”, “transformation of causality into manifestation of existence”, “the
doctrine that things are signs of God”, “alteration in “rule of one” (qa‘ida al-wahid)”,

LRI

“increase in the types of predication”, “alteration in the rule that states: the Simple Re-

LEINNT3

ality is everything”, “impossibility of witnessing the essence and essential attributes

CEINT3

of God”, “God’s equal relation to everything”, “impossibility of God’s incarnation in

EEINT3

and unity with the existents”, “alteration in the division of existence into independent

CLINT3

and sheer dependent”, “impossibility of change in God”, “the fact that the illuminative
relation is a kind of manifestation”, “transformation of temporality and eternity into
appearance and hiddenness”, etc. Hence, this work can be considered as a strategic
source for explaining important philosophical and mystical issues, as well as refining
the border between the two and turning the former into the latter.

Keywords:unity of existence, individual unity of existence, God, Ayatollah Javadi

Amoli, Transcendent philosophy, ontology
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