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Abstract

Coleman Barks’ interpretations of Rumi’s poetry have played a significant role in introducing this eminent Phiiosopher
to the Engiishfspeaking world. However, an essential question arises: how can the nature and consequences of Barks’
reading of the metaphysicai themes in Masnavi be anaiyzed through a hermeneutical approach? This article, using an
anaiyticai»criticai method and based on hermeneutical frameworks, examines Barks’ reading from three perspectives:
first, anomalous interpretations have led to the separation of Rumi’s thought from its Isiamic»Phiiosophicai foundations;
second, the interpretive approach revolves around aiigning the verses with secular culture and New Age spirituaiity;
third, the consequences of this reading have not oniy resulted in a misrepresentation of Rumi for Western audiences but
have also distorted the isiamic-phiiosophicai thoughti Thus, the findings of the study show that, aithough Barks’
interpretations have piayed an important role in introducing Rumi’s poetry to new audiences, this effort simuitaneousiy
diverges from Rumi’s authentic worldview and, influenced by the New Age culture and subjective Presuppositions, has
uitimateiy led to a distortion of Rumi’s fundamental ideas.
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3. Robert Bly.

4. Bill Moyers Journal.

5. See: Barks, Coleman. A Year with Rumi. Daily Readings, 2006.

6. See: Barks, Coleman. Rumi 2018 Wall Calendar. Mystical Sufi Poetry, 2017.
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3. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 290.
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1. New Age.

2. Barks, Rumi- Bridge to the Soul- Journeys into the Music and Silence of the Heart, 4-5.

3. Aupers and Houtman, “Beyond the spiritual supermarket: the social and public significance of New Age spirituality”. in
New Age spirituality.

4. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 292.
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1.Barks, The Essential Rumi, 87.
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3. ego-beast with baggage.
4. practices.

5.Barks, The Essential Rumi, 88.
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1. See: Bassnett, “Culture and translation” in A Companion to translation studies.

2. Eisegesis.

3. Exegesis.

4. Vorurteile.
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3. Reynold Nicholson.

4. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 292.

5. Lewis, Rumi: Past and present, east and west, 592.
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1. See: Barks, Coleman, Rumi Bridge to the Soul- Journeys into the Music and Silence of the Heart, 2007 .
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Barks, Coleman, The Soul of Rumi. A New Collection of Ecstatic Poems, 2001.

3. See: Barks, Coleman, Winter Sky. New and Selected Poems, 2008.

4. See: Barks, Coleman, Rumi The Book of Love:. Poems of Ecstasy and Longing, 2005.

5. See: Wilkinson, Tony, The Lost Art of Being Happy- Spirituality for Sceptics, 2007.
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2. See: Barks, Coleman, The Essential Rumi, 76,253.

3. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 292.
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