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Abstract

Philosophers and theologians before Mulla Sadra had diverse views about the ontological status of existence.
Paying attention to their opinions is very important to understand Mulla Sadra's doctrine of ontological
priority of existence. On the other hand, philosophers and theologians have dealt with this issue in different
positions, and in some cases, there seems to be an apparent inconsistency. In contemporary works, there is
no comprehensive examination about these diverse views. This article seeks to shed light on this issue.
Peripatetic philosophers considered existence to exist and most likely considered it to be an accident.
Suhrawardi and his followers criticized this opinion and considered existence as a secondary intelligible and
non-existent. Many later philosophers and theologians also preferred Suhrawardi's viewpoint. While denying
that existence is an accident, some theologians considered it to exist outside but to be identical with quiddity.
They thought that their view is immune to Suhrawardi's criticisms. According to this opinion, for existence
to exist, it does not need to be an accident to quiddity. Another related problem was that philosophers
maintained that the universal concept of existence has external instances called particular beings. This is
incompatible with existence being a secondary intelligible. ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Lahiji tried to resolve the
inconsistency. According to Lahiji's solution, existence is external, but does not exist in external reality. This
solution can be criticized.

Keywords: existence, existent, quiddity, absolute being, particular being.
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