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Abstract

This article seeks to show the changes in issues related to knowledge based on Mulla Sadra's three
philosophical evolutions and graded approaches: the quidditative view, the ontological primacy of the
existence in the graded unity framework, and the ontological primacy of the existence in the individual unity
framework. The main question is, what changes have happened in the problems related to knowledge
according to the three mentioned Sadrian tendencies? In this article, we have examined four such issues: "the
truth of abstraction", "the way of subsistence of forms in the soul", "the unification or non-unification of the
intellect with the intelligible", and "the knowledge of material beings". The result is that these issues are
differently dealt with in each of the three approaches; For example, in the first approach, abstraction is in the
form of "losing material accidents" in order for the perception to occur, while according to the second
approach, abstraction is manifested as "the soul's journey in its existential degrees” and in the third
approach, either it is not raised at all or can be discussed as "the soul's journey in its existential
manifestations”. The way of subsistence of forms in the soul according to the first approach is a kind of
subsistence of inherence, and according to the second and third is subsistence of issuing and subsistence of
manifesting respectively. The unification of the intellect with the intelligible has no place in the first Sadrian
framework, but it is proved in the second approach as the unification of the knower and the known, and in
the third, the unification is promoted to absolute unity. Regarding the knowledge of material entities, in the
first approach, material entities do not have knowledge of themselves, nor knowledge of others, nor are they
objects of knowledge; while according to the second and third frameworks and with the support of principles
such as the concomitance of knowledge and existence, the predication of the "true reality" (/Aagiga) and the
"intangible reality" (raqiga), the fact that the divisions of existence are its very gradations, and the principle
of simple truth, they both know themselves and others, and are objects of knowledge.

Keywords: Three Sadra's philosophical evolutions, primacy of quiddity, primacy of the existence in the

graded unity framework, primacy of the existence in the individual unity framework, Mulla Sadra.
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