)

Essays in Philosophy and Kalam ;_9%,;;:,52:, P 9 ddudd 55 2 sl

HomePage: https://jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/ Vol. 54, No. 2: Issue 109, Autumn & Winter 2022-2023, p.185-203

Online ISSN: 2538-4171 Print ISSN: 2008-9112
[

Receive Date: 2022-08-31 Revise Date: 2022-09-08 Accept Date: 2023-02-20
DOI:_10.22067/epk.2023.78541.1168 Article type: Original

The Truth of the Human Soul according to Farabi

Seyyedeh Mahdiheh Poorsaleh Amiri (corresponding author)

PhD student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Tehran University

Email: poorsaleh68@gmail.com

Dr. Zeynab Barkhordari

Associate professor of Tehran University

Abstract

The truth of the human soul is one of the fundamental issues of psychology and the basis of various
ontological, anthropological, and epistemological theories. In expressing the truth of the soul, Plato
believes in natural intellectual dualism, which is based on his view on the theory of remembrance
and the allegory of the cave. By presenting two definitions of the soul, Aristotle tries to present the
true limit of the soul, which seems to be a problematic definition. Farabi agrees with Plato in
dualism and the inability of man to reach the true limit of things, and unlike Aristotle, he denies
that the man attached to the matter can understand and offer the true limit of essences; Instead, he
considers definition possible only through the things’ properties and implications, which leads him
to offer different definitions for the soul. Farabi’s definitions show his special attention to the issue
of happiness, its principles such as natural and voluntary characteristics in attaining the state of the
actual intellect, and its implications such as the effects of the practical intellect of the rational
faculty. The selection of the word “perfecting” shows the comprehensiveness of the philosophical
discussions regarding happiness in the definition of soul. Farabi dealt critically with the discussions
in al-fam’, and considered the functional definitions in al-/ada/ and Kitab al-’Akhliq as the duties of
the rational soul.

Keywords: truth of the soul, dualism, true limit, Farabi, perfecting, happiness.
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