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Abstract

AFLAsfar and the Nicene Creed are among the most important works of Islamic philosophy and the
world of Christianity. In these two sources, especially al-Asfar, the concepts of emanation and birth
are frequently repeated. By examining these two concepts, the following results are obtained. First,
the analysis of the two concepts leads us to common implications such as the emergence of
something from something, eternity, cognation between Father and Son, or emanator and
emanation, and the necessity of the existence of the intermediaries in the descending arc. Second,
these implications are accepted in both sources. Third, in these sources, emanation and birth are
used interchangeably. Fourth, the philosophy of Plotinus, in which emanation, burst, and eruption
are central concepts, has had an impact on these two sources. Both perspectives, however, have
mentioned justifications to avoid the materialistic sense of God, which finally show the closeness of
the two concepts in the two sources.
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Ibelieve in one God the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth, of all things
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God
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born of the Father before all ages
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God from God, Light from Light
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true God from true God
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begotten, not made
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consubstantial with the Father
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through him all things were made
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