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Abstract

Religious intellectualism in the last two centuries has criticized and refined the Islamic heritage. The wide
range of its members and their critiques of the Islamic tradition is one of the most important issues in the
study of contemporary Islamic thought. The Qur’anists, as a group of Muslims who claim to have emphasized
the centrality of the Qur'an more than other Islamic groups, has attracted the attention of religious scholars.
Since Qur'anists claim to fight against superstition, they have invalidated and rejected many Shia beliefs
because they think that they are conflict with the Qur'an. The most important issue that has been criticized
in this course is the Imamate of the Ahl al-Bayt. By relying on several verses of the Qur'an, the Qur'anists
have tried to challenge the theory of the Shiite Imamate and introduce it as a belief contrary to the Qur'an.
By evaluating the Qur'anists’ refutations of the notion of clear appointment of Imams, it becomes clear that
none of these arguments can deny this notion and their evidence do not contradict the clear appointment of
Imams.
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