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Abstract

A small treatise on “the rule of one” (qa‘ida al-wahid)- which denotes that from one,
only one thing can emerge- and its various accompaniments was written in the elev-
enth century AH. It is questioned in various aspects such as its exact title and the
name of its author. This treatise was corrected and published in 1386 SH. However, by
examining the manuscripts and through content analysis of its text and its comparison
with another work of the author, it can be conclusively claimed that the author is a
physician at the court of Shah Abbas II, Muhammad Sa‘id Tabib, son of Muhammad
Bagqir known as Hakim Kiichak. The author has works in medicine, poetry, and phi-
losophy, but unfortunately some of his works have been published in the name of oth-
ers, like Divan-e she‘r and Kelid-e behesht which are attributed to Qadi Sa‘Td Qumi
and al-Asl al-asil which is attributed to Mulla Rajab Ali Tabrizi. The only published
work in his name is Mathnaw1 Khorshid wa Mahpareh. So far, three of his medical
treatises on diarrhea, dissection of the bones of the head and jaw, and fever have been
identified. Some of his views are as follows: homonymity of existence, apophatic
theology, impossibility of knowing God’s Essence, refuting motion in substance, sud-
denness of motion, negating purpose from Divine acts, refuting mental existence, the
ontological priority of essence, negating physical origination of the soul, and refuting
renewal of archetypes.

Keywords: Muhammad Sa ‘1d Haktm, the rule of one (qa‘ida al-wahid), al-Asl al-asil,
Hakim Kiichak
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