)

. - & P .

Essays in Philosophy and Kalam A P 9 ddudd 53 bl
HomePage: https://jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/ Vol. 55, No. 1: Issue 110, Spring & summer 2023, p.9-31
Online ISSN: 2538-4171 Print ISSN: 2008-9112
Receive Date: 01-09-2020 Revise Date: 14-03-2023 Accept Date: 10-04-2023
DOI:_10.22067/epk.2023.44291.0 Article type: Original

Meaningfulness of Divine Attributes in the Viewpoint of Mu'tazila
Dr. Janan Izadi (corresponding author),University of Isfahan

Email: j.izadi@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Najmeh Moeini, PhD graduate, University of Isfahan

Abstract

Meaning is the truth realized in one's mind and conveyed to them after perceiving the levels or the
appearance of reality. The question of the meaningfulness of theological propositions and especially those
related to divine attributes is one of the most important topics that forms the foundation of every religious
system and, due to God's transcendence and the negation of His likeness to creation, it has been the matter
of conflict between philosophers of religion and theologians. In this article, the opinion of Mu'tazila, as one
of the most rationalist movements in Islamic theology, has been explored with a descriptive-analytical
method. According to them, with the criterion of correspondence of propositions with reality, knowledge of
God's intent is achieved after knowledge of God's Attributes. The inspiration of guiding messages of
revelation to the prophets is for the ordinary people, and therefore it is possible for them to understand
God's intention and divine attributes. Mu‘tazila explained the semantics of God's Essential Attributes with
different theories such as afiwal (states), representation of His Essence by the Divine Attributes and the
negative meaning theory, none of which gives us positive knowledge. Also, they resolved the conflicts of
religious texts, including narrated attributes (khabariyya) or attributes of similarity which implies the
corporeality of God and His resemblance to mankind, by using esoteric interpretation, metaphor, paying
attention to lexical issues and referring to rare recitations, which in some cases led to neglecting the apparent
meaning of the Qur'an.
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