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Abstract

Is it possible, in Islamic philosophy, to achieve a kind of definition by limit or an essential
definition (altatif bi al-hadd) for the Necessary Being through the application of logical rules?
Many scholars” answer is negative since they hold that an essential definition is limited to quiddity
while the Necessary Being is not a kind of quiddity. Although some of Ibn Sina’s statements show
that in some cases, like the relative aspect of the soul’s faculties, he has provided a real definition by
limit for things that are not quiddity, he did not offer an essential definition for the Necessary Being
and in this case, he was satisfied with a “conceptual definition”. The main idea of the present article
is that Ibn‘Arabi and Mulla Sadra have extended this Avicennan logical idea in their philosophical
system. The result is as follows: Ibn‘Arabi has presented two solutions to define the Necessary Being
and Mulla Sadra has added one explanation to Ibn‘Arabi’s solutions.
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