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Abstract

Human happiness constitutes one of the central concerns of ethical systems. Every ethical theory, in accordance with its
underlying principles and worldview, offers a distinctive conception of happiness and the means of attaining it. Henry
Sidgwick, by advocating rationality and moral intuition, regards happiness as the ultimate end of ethics and the
fundamental criterion for evaluating human actions. Grounded in rational hedonism, he seeks to maximize Pleasure for
the greatest number of individuals. In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, drawing upon revealed teachings and the
intellectual heritage of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta%liyah), conceives happiness from a broader
perspective, identifying it with the ultimate end of human life, namely, proximity to God (qurb ila Allah). From his
viewpoint, happiness is not confined to worldly pleasure and wellfbeing but also encompasses the spiritual and
existential perfection of the human soul. Employing a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach, this study
examines Sidgwick's conception of happiness within his ethical system and offers a critique of it from the perspective of
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. The findings indicate that Sidgwick's reliance solely on reason and moral intuition, while
neglecting divine revelation and heavenly guidance, is insufficient for leading human beings to genuine happiness. Since
human reason is inherently limited and fallible, it cannot independently comprehend all dimensions of reality.
Accordingly, the attainment of true happiness ultimately requires the guidance of revelation and adherence to divine
teachings.
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1. Sidgwick, Practical Ethics; a Collection of Addresses and Essays, 37.
2. Sidgwick, The Methods of Ethics, 54.
3. Bryce, Henry Sidgwick: Studies in Contemporary Biography, 109.
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1. Nakano-Okuno, Sidgwick and Contemporary Utilitarianism, 67.
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