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Abstract

An Examination of the Functions of Khauf(Fear) in the Theology of Abul Hamid
Muhammad al-Ghazali (with emphasis on Zhya’ ‘Uliim al-Din) with a Brief Consideration
of Rudolf Otto's Thought

The present article, employing an analytical-descriptive approach, examines the status and
functions of khauf (fear) within the spiritual and theological system of Imam Muhammad al-
Ghazall, particularly as articulated in Thya@’ ‘Uliim al- Din. This study further analyzes khaufin the
light of Rudolf Otto’s reflections_especially his notion of the experience of the numinous (das

Numinose).

L ¥
S

In the first stage, the theological functions of khaufwithin Ghazdll's intellectual framework are

. . B ) .
explicated. In the second stage, the correlation between d Otto’s concept of the numinous
experience_centered on the dual aspects of tremendu e and dread) and fascinans (attraction

and fascination)_is critically examined. = 2

N
Through this analysis, it becomes¢vident tha auf,*m Ghazall's perspective, transcends the
W
domain of moral fear or psycholggicalxeacti t constitutes, rather, an existential and epistemic

e infinite majesty and grandeur of the Divine, a state that leads

the human being toward Vi% e, repentance, and divine love.

Conversely, Otto conceives of'mysterium tremendum as humanity's primary response when
_amysterious experience that blends fearful awe with a profound sense confronted with the sacred
of fascination. The findings of this article suggest that Otto’s theory provides a valuable conceptual
framework for understanding the experience of khaufin Islamic mysticism, for khaufin Ghazall's
mystical thought mirrors the concrete manifestation of the feeling of tremendum _an experience
that transcends theoretical cognition and becomes an existentially transformative stage in the path

of spiritual wayfaring.

Keywords: Fear (Khawf), Tremendum, Rudolf Otto, al-Ghazall, Numinous, Mystical Theology,

Sacred Experience
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