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Abstract
This study adopts a descriptivefanaiyticai approach to examine the position of divine fear (khawf) within Imam
Muhammad al-Ghazali's theoiogicai and spirituai system and anaiyzes it in iight of Rudolf Otto's theory of the
numinous experience. It first explains the theological functions of khawfin al-Ghazali's intellectual framework and then
investigates its relationship with Otto's conception of the numinous, particularly through the notions of awe and
fascination. The anaiysis demonstrates that, in al-Ghazali's thought, khawftranscends the level of ordinary moral fear or
a mereiy psychoiogicai reaction. Rather, it constitutes an existential and epistemic state arising from the perception of
God's infinite majesty and glory, leading the believer toward vigilance, repentance, and divine love. By contrast, Otto
interprets awe as the primary human response to an encounter with the sacred, an experience characterized
simultaneously by mysterious dread and irresistible attraction. The findings indicate that Otto's theory provides a useful
conceptuai framework for understanding the experience of khawf in Islamic rnysticism, since, in al-Ghazali's mysticai
theoiogy, lrlzawfrepresents the concrete manifestation of awe that transcends theoretical cognition and becomes an
existential and transformative experience along the spiritual path.
Keywords: Khawf (Divine Fear), Al-Ghazali, Rudolf Otto, Awe, Numinous, Mystical Theology, Experience of the
Sacred.
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3. Husserl, Logical investigations, 168.
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1. Otto, The idea of the holy, 5-7.
2.0tto, The idea of the holy, 13-15.
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1. Otto, The idea of the holy, 25.
2.Otto, The idea of the holy, 31.
3. Otto, The idea of the holy,12.

4. Gooch, The numinous and modernity,118.
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1. Otto, The idea of the holy, 21.
2. Almond, Rudolf Otto. An introduction to his philosophical theology, 71.
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1. Raphael, Rudolf Otto and the concept of holiness, 160.
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