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Abstract

This study examines the compatibility of Avicenna’s doctrine of the resurrection (ma%d) and the persistence of the soul
with the principles of his psychology. Employing a text-based analytical and critical approach, it investigates the points
at which the foundations of Avicenna’s psychology appear to be incompatible with his account of the resurrection and
the Persistence of the soul. Avicenna advances several arguments for the immateriality and incorruptibility of the soul,
concluding that all human souls persist after death. However, this conclusion appears to conflict with certain principles
of his psychology, including the immutability of the soul’s substance and its separation from the body, the materiality of
the imaginative faculty and the persistence of imperfect souls, the individuation of souls after separation from the bocly,
the individuation of souls during their attachment to the body, the separation of imperfect souls, and the problems of
ineffectiveness and transmigration. Some of these inconsistencies pertain specifically to imperfect souls, while others
extend even to perfect souls. Avicenna’s rejection of the unity of the intellect and the intelligible, together with his view
that the cognitive faculties—particularly the imaginative faculty—are material, constitute the principal source of the
tension between his psychological principles and his doctrine of the persistence of souls. Recognizing the immateriality
of the imaginative faculty would provide greater coherence to his psychological system and render his account of the
persistence of human souls more consistent.
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