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Abstract

A certain article has subjected the principal arguments for and against the doctrine of the union of intellect and
intelligible to critical scrutiny, ultimately deeming all of them flawed. Among the arguments proposed in support of this
doctrine are two arguments to which Mulla Sadra alludes within the framework of the argument from correlation
(tada'yuﬂ A subsequent article attempted to answer the objections raised by the first article and to defend these two
arguments. The present study evaluates the strength of the second article’s responses and demonstrates that all of its
objections to the first article can be either dismissed or resolved. Concerning the first argument, it becomes clear that,
according to Mulla Sadra, the union intended in the doctrine of the union of intellect and intelligible is the union of
matter and form—an understanding fully consistent with his views on substantial motion (Aarakah jaw/lar{')ya/z) as
intensification (is/ztidad), the abstraction of multiple concepts from a single existent, and the unity of the soul with its
faculties. This reading entails the inherence (Auliil) of intelligible forms in the soul and the soul’s perfection through the
acquisition of conceptual knowledge. As for the second argument, it is shown that the analogy between the soul and a
blind eye is an invalid comparison, the relevant point of difference being the presence or absence of receptivity to
intelligible forms. If one were to deny the doctrine of the union of intellect and intelligible, the correct analogy would
instead be with a seeing eye, since in that case, although the soul does not actually possess the intelligible forms, it
nonetheless has the capacity to receive them.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; Union of Intellect and Intelligible; Union of Matter and Form; Argument from Correlation;
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